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Are  the  t i t l - es  o f  t he  Gospe ls :  1 )  re l i ab le  ev idence

for  ident i fy ing the authors,  l  2)  la te addi t ions2 whose only

purpose is  to  d is t inguish the work of  one school  o f  authors

and edj - tors  f rom another  and a id in  publ ic  reading,3 or ,  3)

comp le te l y  f a l se  and  m is lead ing?4

The answers  to  these ques t ions  invo lve  many

l the most exhausti-ve current research working toward
th is  v iew is  that  o f  Mart in  Hengel ,  Studies in  the Gospel  o f
Mark ,  t rans .  John  Bowden  (Ph i l ade lph ia :  Fo r t ress ,  l - 985 ) ,  64 -
8 4 ,  1 6 2 - r 8 3 .

2 " In  my  op in ion  i t  i s  beyond  doub t  t ha t  a l l  t he
g o s p e l s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  a n o n y m o u s l y . . . . A l l  t i t l e s  a n d
subscr ip t ions in  the gospel  manuscr ip ts  are of  a  l -a ter
per iod.  "  Kur t  A land,  r rThe Problem of  Anonymity  and
Psueudonimi ty  in  Chr is t . ian L i terature of  the F i rs t  two
Centur ies,  "  in  The Authorship and In tegr i ty  o f  the New
T e s t a m e n t  ( L o n d o n :  S . P . C . K . ,  ] - 9 6 5 )  ,  5 .

3Theodor  zahn wr i tes that ,  "The h is tory  of  the Canon
shows that  by 130 at  the l -a test  our  four  Gospels  were read
in the Church serv ices throughout  the extent  o f  the
' C a t . h o l - i c  C h u r c h ' o f  t h a t  t i m e . "  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  N e w
T e s t a m e n t ,  v o t . .  2  ( E d i n b u r g h :  T .  &  T .  C l a r k e ,  1 9 0 9 ) ,  3 8 5 .

4 w i t h  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r r A d a m . ,  D i a l - . ,  I I ,  ] - 2 .  6 r { p u E a v
crypdQcog,  "  Rober t  Smi th Wi lson wr i t .es,  "Marc ion thought ,  or
he knew, that  the apost les had wr i t ten no gospels ,  therefore
the t i t les Mat thew and John were fa l -se and inc identa l ly  the
who l -e  gospe ls  were  fa l se  too . "  Marc ion :  A  S tudy  o f  a  Second
Cen tu ry  Here t i c  (New York :  AMS Press ,  1980 ;  rep r in t ,  London :
. I .  C la rke ,  1939)  ,  L34 .  Lee  M.  McDona ld ,  however ,  says ,  " ,W€

have no d i rect  ev idence that  Marc ion was aware of  Gospels
other  than Luke,  but  i t  is  l ike1y that  he had at  least  heard
of  the Gospel -  o f  Mat . thew.  t r  The Format ion of  the Chr is t ian
B ib l i ca l -  Canon  (Peabody ,  MA:  Hendr i ckson ,  7 -995 )  ,  1 -57 .
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disc ip l ines :  text  cr i t ic ism,  palaeograPhy,  papyro logy,

exegesis  of  the texts  for  in ternal  ev idence,  ear ly  church

his tory  for  external  ev idence,  canon h is tory ,  form,  source

and  redac t i on  c r i t i c i sm,  s tud ies  o f  t he  Synop t i c  P rob lem,

and more.  Schol -ars  have wr i t ten vo lumes on the authorship

of  t .he Gospels .  This  paper  del imi ts  i ts  focus to  what  we

know for  cer ta in  regard ing the ev idence of  the t i t les in

th i s  l a rge r  deba te ,  w i th  pa r t i cu la r  emphas is  on  the i r  s ta tus

in  the  l a te  second  cen tu rv  A .D .  De f in i t i ve  conc lus ions  on

aut .horship are a much wider  issue.

Text  cr i t ic ism and ear ly  church h is tory  prov ide a

smal I  window in to the second century.  Research reveals ,

however ,  that  the aper ture in to the la te f i rs t  century is

ve ry  smaI1 ,  o f ten  dependen t  on  non -canon ica l  w r i t i ngs .5

Fi rs t  nr i  or i  t rz  i  n  the search for  the ev idence of  the

t i t l - es  be longs  to  the  anc ien t  manusc r ip t s  (MSS)  themse lves .

These are the c losest  wi tnesses to  the or ig ina l  autographs

5,John Knox observes,  "No per iod in  the h is tory  of
the church is  so obscure as that  which l ies between the 1ast .
decade of  t .he f i rs t  century and the middle decade of  the
second.  And yet  few per iods have been more impor tant .  This
hal f -century is  thus bot .h  too s ign i f icant  to  be ignored and
too meagre ly  represented by extant  documents to  be
adequate ly  known."  Marc ion and the New Testament :  An Essay
in the Ear ]y  His tory  of  the Canon (Chicago:  Univers i ty  o f
Ch icago  P ress  ,  L942)  ,  v i i .
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of  God's  New Testament  Word.  Kur t  and Barbara Aland prov ide

a  va l -uab le  sho r t  l i s t  o f  t he  o ldes t  papy r i  MSS:5

Ear ly  2nd century p52
2nd Century p9o

A b o u t  2 o o  P 3 2 ,  P 4 6 ,  P 6 4 / 6 ' 7  ,  P 5 5
2nd , /3 rd  cen tu ry  p77  ,  . 0189

3 r d  c e n t u r y  p l ,  p 4 ,  p 5 ,  p 9 ,  p 1 2 ,  p 1 5 ,  p 2 o ,  p 2 ,
p 2 3 ,  p 2 7  ,  p 2 8 ,  p 2 9 ,  p 3 O ,  p 3 9 ,  p 4 o ,

P 4 5 ,  P 4 f ,  P 4 9 ,  P 5 3 ,  P 6 5 ,  P 6 9 ,  P 7 5 ,
p 8 o ,  P 8 7  ,  p 9 1 ,  P 9 5 ,  0 2 1 - 2  ,  o 2 2 o

3 r d . / a t h  c e n t u r y  p 1 3 ,  p a 6 ,  p 1 8 ,  p 3 7 ,  p 3 8 ,  p 7 2 ,  p 7 8 ,
p92 ,  01,62,  orT: -

The Al -ands emphasize the impor tance of  the papyr j -  MSS:

Every manuscr ip t  o f  t .he ear l ier  per iod,  whether  on
papyrus or  on parchment ,  has an inherent  s ign i f icance
fo r  New Tes tamen t  t ex tua l  c r i t i c i sm:  they  w i tness  to  a
per iod when t .he t .ext  o f  the New Testament  was st . i1 I
deve lop ing  f ree l y .7

In terms of  manuscr ip t  types,  the papyr i  are the o l -dest ,

fo l - l -owed by the uncia l -s ,  then the minuscules.  The papyr i ,

though once thought  an in f r ingemenL on the p lace of  the

great  unc ia l  MSS, now occupy an impor tant  p lace in  text

oKurt Al-and and Barbara Aland, The Text of the New
Testament :  An In t roduct ion t .o  the Cr i t ica l  Edi t ions and the
to the Theorv and Pract ice of  Modern Textual -  Cr i t ic ism,
t r a n s .  E r r o L  F .  R h o d e s  ( L e i d e n :  E .  J .  B r i 1 l  ,  L 9 8 9 )  ,  5 ' 7 .

7 r b i d .  ,  5 6 .
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c r i t i c i sm.S  Th is  i s  so  because  o f  t he i r  &9e ,  t . he  though t

that  they were codexes,9 and because they prov ide reasonabfe

samples of  the i r  t imes.10 The o l -dest  papyr i  we have are

f  ragments.  Carsten Peter  Thiede c la ims that  t .he Magdal -en

Co l l ege  Papy rus  P64  i s  f rom A .D .  55 .11  H is  v iews  have  no !

ga ined  w ide  scho la r l y  accep tance :12  the  A l -ands ,  Ph i l i p

8see Frank Pack,  r rOne Hundred Years Since Westcot t
a n d  H o r t . :  1 8 8 1 - 1 9 8 1 , "  R e s t o r a t i o n  O u a r t e r l y  2 5  ( S e c o n d

Quar te r  1983)  ,  65 -84 .  E ldon  Jay  Epp ,  r rThe  Papy rus
Manuscr ip ts  of  the New Testament , ' r  in  The Text  o f  the New
Testament  in  Contemporary Research:  Essays on the Status
Ouaest ion is ,  ed.  Bar t  D.  Ehrman and Michael  W. Holmes (Grand
R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  L 9 9 5 ) ,  3 - 2 L .

9I t  was thought  codexes were la te,  buL not  so.  See
S i r  F rede r i c  Kenyon ,  The  S to ry  o f  t he  B ib le :  A  Popu la r
Account  of  How i t  Came to Us (London:  ,John Murray,  1"935) ,
and  T .  C .  Skea t ,  "Ea r l y  Chr i s t i an  Book  P roduc t i on :  Papy r i
and  Manusc r ip t s , "  i n  The  Cambr idge  H is to ry  o f  t he  B ib le :  The
Wes t  F rom the  Fa the rs  to  the  Re fo rma t ion ,  ed .  G .  W.  H .  Lampe
(Cambr idge :  Cambr idge  Un ive rs i t y  P ress  ,  L969)  ,  54 -79 .

10 "There  i s  no  need  to  consume a  who l -e  j a r  o f  j e l1y
to ident i fy  the qual i ty  o f  i ts  contents  -  a  spoonfu l  or  Lwo
is  qu i te  adequa te ! "  A land ,  The  Tex t  o f  t he  New Tes tamen t ,
5 8 .

l l r rThs  compara t i ve  ma te r ia l  y i e lds  a  da te  o f  C .  A .D .
66 ,  w i th  a  d i s t i nc t  t endency  toward  an  even  s l i gh t l y  ea r l i e r
date.  Thus,  the usual -  pa laeographic  'marg in of  er ror '  would
a1 low  fo r  ea r l i e r ,  bu t  no t  f o r  }a te r ,  da tes :  t he  f rag rmen ts
at  Oxford and at  Barcelona belong to  a par t icu lar  type of
uncia l  wr i t ing that  f lour ished in  t .he mid- f i rs t  century
A .D . ,  w i th  p recu rso rs  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  cen lu ry . r l
Carsten Peter  Thiede and Mat thew d 'Ancona,  Eyewi tness to
Jesus:  Amazing New Manuscr ip t  Ev idence About  the Or ig in  of
the Gospels  (New York:  Doubleday,  1996)  ,  1-25 .



w e s l e y  C o m f o r t  a n d  S m i t h  d a t e  P 6 4  a t  c a .  A . D .  2 0 0 . 1 3

w i t h  s c h o l a r s  a c c e p t i n g  a  d a t e  o f  c . a .  1 2 5  f o r  p 5 2 ,

now in  the  John Ry lands  L ib rary  in  Manchester ,  i t  ho lds  an

i n s t a n t .  f a s c i n a t i o n  a s  e v i d e n c e .  B e c a u s e  i t  i s  a l s o

f r a g m e n t a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o n t a i n i n g  J o h n  1 8 : 3 1 - 3 3  a n d  3 7 - 3 8 ,  . i t

does  no t  p rove  tha t  i t s  paren t  document  had t i t l -es ,  nor  does

i t  e x c l u d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y .

From the th i rd  cent .ury  Chester  Beat ty  papyr i

d i scove red  i n  1931  ,  p45 ,  p46 ,  and  p47  ,  p45  con ta ins  Ma t thew

20 :24 -Ac ts  L7 : I ' 7 .  Though  the re  a re  many  gaps  ( l acunae)  i n

the t .ext ,  here we f  ind whol -e pages conta in ing t i t les.  In

con f i rm ing  the  s tab i l i t y  o f  t he  tex t ,  i t  i s  i n te res t i ng  to

noLe  tha t  o r i gen ' s  quo ta t rons  genera l l y  ag ree  w i th  p45 .1 '4

I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  t i t l e s ,  t h e

12Mah l -on  H .  Smi th  cha l l enges  Th iede ' s  conc lus ion  i n ,
' r p 5 4  &  p 6 7 ,  "  A  S y n o p t i c  G o s p e l  P r i m e r  l a r t i c l e  o n - 1 i n e ] ;
ava i l - ab le  f rom h t tp :  /  / r e l i g ion . ru tge rs  .edu /n t  / p64 .h tmI ;
In te rne t ;  accessed  16  Sep tember  l - 998 .  Th i s  a r t i c l e  c la ims
tha t  P64  i s  pa r t  o f  P4  ,  a  t h i rd  cen tu ry  MS.

1 3 R 1 a n d ,  ,  5 J ;  P h i l i p

W e s l e y  C o m f o r t , The Ouest  fo r  the  Or ig ina l  Tex t  o f  the  New

Testament  (Grand Rapids:  Baker  ,  l -992)  ,  l -05;  Smi th,
o 6 7 . n

r r p 5 4  &

l4comfor t ,  The ouest  for  the Or ig ina l  Text  o f  the
New Tes tamen t ,  76 .  Epp  and  Fee  see  Or igen  as  " the  f i r s t  t o
appfy cr i t ica l  canons to  the NT text ,  "  in  Studies in  the
Theorv and Methods of  New Testament  and Text .ua l  Cr i t ic ism
(Grand Rapids :  Eerdmans,  1993 )  ,  1 '7  .
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B o d m e r  p a p y r i  P 6 6  s u r p a s s  B e a t t y  i n :  1 )  d g € ,  c a .  A . D .  2 o o ,

2 )  c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  w i t h  f a r  f e w e r  l a c u n a e ,  a n d  3 )  i n

cond j - t ion ,  w i th  sewing  a1most  in  t .ac t  and some pages w i th  no

d a m a g e . 1 5  I n  p 5 5 ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  o l d e s t  M S  c o n t a i n i n g  G o s p e l

t i t . l e s ,  g i v e n  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  " g o s p e l "  i n  G r e e k .  T h e  t i t l e

for John reads, EYA||AAION KATA IOANNHN. One page of p75

f rom the  th i rd  centurv  conta ins  the  end o f  Luke and the

beg inn ing  o f  John w i th  a  space be tween them:

EYA|fAAION
KATA

AOYKAN

EYA||AAION
KATA IOANHN15

The Chester  Beat ty  and Bodmer papyr i  suggest  the consis tency

in  use  o f  t he  t i t l es  i n  t he i r  t ime .  A lonq  w i th  the  MSS tha t

fo l - Iow them, they p lay an impor tant  ro le  in  establ ish ing the

con t i nu i t y  o f  t he  tex t .  The  th i rd  cen tu ry  p75  i s  ve ry  c lose

to the four th cenLurv Codex Vat icanus.

The ear l iest  comr: Ie te MSS of  the NT are uncia ls .

These date main l -v  f rom the four th to  the n inth centur ies.

Among the most  wel l -  known are t .he codexes Sinai t icus (N)  ,

A lexandr inus (A)  ,  Vat icanus (B)  and Bezae (D)  .  Codex A

15A1and,  The Tex t  o f  the  New Testament  ,  57 .

1 5 t b i d .  ,  9 1 .
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i l l us t ra tes  a  common pa t te rn  i n  p lac ing  the  fu I I  t i t l e ,  such

as EYAT|AAION KATA MA@AION at the head of the book, but

t.hrough the body of the text, EYA||AAION appears on the left

Ieaf  wi th  KATA MAOAION on the r ight .17

Mj_nuscu le  46 : -  f r om A .D .  835 ,  t he  ea r l i eS t  da t .ed

minuscule,  exhib i ts  the fu l -1  t i t1e,  for  example EYA| |AAION

KATA MAO@ION in unc ia l -  form.18 This  ind icates a remarkabl -e

sc r i ba l  f a i t h fu lness  to  the  t . i t l es  ove r  t he  cen tu r i es  '  19

Rather  than becoming shor ter ,  many t i t les actual ly

became longer .  Accord ing Lo Metzger :

In  the o ldest  manuscr ip t .s  of  t .he Greek Bib1e the t i t les

of  t .he severa l  books tend to  be shor t  and s imple.  -  .  .  In

la ter  copies these t i t les became longer  and more

complex,  rd  rcr td  Mqtocr iov &yLOv euayyf}Lov (Gregory-

Af  C.  G.  Woide,  Codex Alexandr inus (T,ondon:  David

N u t t .  a n d  W i l l i a m s  &  N o r g a t e ,  1 8 5 0 )  '  1 - 3 .

18A1and,  The Text  o f  the New Testament ,  ] -47 '  A

colophon prov ides the date.

19Met  zger  points  to  the copying of  er rors  and

d i f f i cu l t  r ead ings  as  an  i nd i ca t i on  o f  how se r ious  l a te r

scr ibes were about  s tay ing fa i th fu l  t .o  the text .  The Text

of  t .he New Testament  ,  206 .  He a lso wr i tes r r  I t  is  widely

agreed that  in  genera l  scr ibes have bestowed more care,  and

have achieved a h igher  s tandard of  accuracy,  in  the copying

of  the holy  Scr ip tures than t .hey were accusLomed t .o  do in

t ransmi t t . i ng  o the r  l i t e ra tu re .  "  New Tes tamen t  S tud ies :
p h i l o l o g i c a l .  V e r s i o n a l  a n d  P a t r i s t . i c  ( L e i d e n :  E .  J .  B r i I I ,

1 9 8 0 )  ,  1 8 5 .
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A l a n d  2 0 9  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ) . 2 0

A br ie f  survey  o f  more  recent  approaches to  the  t i t les  o f

M a t t h e w  r e v e a l s  t h e  f o l ] o w i n q :

K. fV  The Gospe l  Accord ing  to  S t .  Mat thew
NRSV The Gospel According to Mat. thew
NIV Mat thew
NASB The Gospel According to Matthew
NA 25 KATA 14;19616621
UBS KATA MA@@ION22

over  the  centur ies  scr i -bes  and pub l ishers  have mod i f ied  the

t i t . les  a t . t .ached to  B ib le  books ,  some d imin ish ing  them,  some

e x p a n d i n g .  S c r i b e s  a d d e d  s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  c o l o p h o n s ,  " a : .

M e t z g e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  l e n g t h s  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  w e n t

, . , i  t s l ^  ^  
' l  

^ - -  t swrLr r  d .  -Lu r rg  u i t l e  o f  Reve la t i on .23  Th is  appears  to  po in t  t o

a l -ooser  regard for  the t i t les than for  the content  o f  the

G o s p e l s .

20Bruce  M.  Me tzge r ,  Manusc r ip t s  o f  t , he  Greek  B ib1e :
An fnt roduct ion to  Greek palaeography (New york:  Oxford
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 )  ,  4 0 .

21Nes t l e -A land  26  c i t es  ev idence  fo r  t he  sho rue r
t i t ] e ,  bu t  Henge l  say  i t  i s  weak ,  S tud ies  i n  t he  Gospe l  o f
M a r k ,  6 6 .

22 t t  i s  i n te res t i ng  to  no te  t . ha t  t he  ed i to rs  o f  t he
UBS make no comment in the footnotes about the source or
va r ian ts  o f  t . he  t i t l es  they  use  fo r  t he  Gospe ls .

23 "1hs  Reve la t i on  o f  t he  a l l - g lo r i ous  Evange l i s t ,
bosom f r iend lo f  Jesus]  ,  v i rg in ,  be loved to Chr is t ,  .Tohn the
theologian,  son of  Sal -ome and Zebadee,  but  adopted son of
Mary the Mother  of  God,  and Son of  Thunder ,  "  Manuscr ip ts  of
t h e  G r e e k  B i b ] e  ,  4 0 .
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On the  impor tance o f  the  t i t1e ,  r rGospe l  Accord ing

Brevard  S.  Ch i lds  observes  tha t ,  "The canon has

prese rved  fou r  d i s t i nc t  l i t . e ra ry  en t i t i es ,  wh ich  a re

s im i l a r l y  en t i t l - ed ,  as  bea r ing  w i tness  t . o  t he  one  Gosps l .n24

His comments on the t i t l -es and use of  the preposi t ion rcr td

a re  wor th  quo t i ng  a t  l eng th :

Each  o f  t he  fou r  now bears  the  t i t l e  r t he  Gospe l
acco rd ing  to  (<a td )  so -and -so '  These  t i t l es  do  no t  f o rm
part  o f  the or ig ina l  Gospels ,  but  s tem f rom the

co l l ec to rs  o f  t he  gospe ls  who  used  the  t i t l es  to  p rov ide

the mater ia l -  wi th  a uni f ied shape.  The Greek
n rFn r rs i t i on ,  xc t r& ,  does  no t  des igna te  s imp ly  a  gen i t i ve
y 4 e t / v e f  - - - " r - 1  r - '

of  authorship,  a l though authorship is  not  exc luded,  but
rat .her  i t  impl ies a conformi ty  to  a subject  which has

been t reated by others.  Accord ingly ,  there is  on ly  one

Gospel ,  but  i t  has been rendered by four  d i f ferent
evange l i s t s .  The  co l l - ec to rs  the re fo re  p rov ided  th i s
mater ia l  wi th  a new context  which a l lowed for  i ts
d i v e r s i t y ,  y e t  l a i d  c l a i m  a l s o  o n  i t s  u n i t y . 2 5

Burnet t  Hi l lman Streeter  and Hengel  ident i fy  Mark as the

source  o f  t he  t i t l e  "Gospe l "  t ha t  un i tes  the  fou r  po r t ra i t s

o f  t he  l - i f e ,  dea th ,  bu r i -a l  and  resu r rec t i on  o f  Jesus .25

2 4 B t . u a r d  S .  C h i l d s ,

I n t r o d u c t i o n  ( V a I l e y  F o r g e ,

I n t e r n a t i o n a l - ) ,  I 5 4 .

The New Testament as Canon: An

P A :  T r i n i t y  P r e s s

2 5 r b i d . ,  1 - 5 2 .

26Burne t t  H i l lman  S t ree te r ,  The  Four  Gospe ls :  A

S tudy  o f  Or ig ins :  T rea t i ng  o f  The  Manusc r ip t  T rad i t i on '
Sources .  Au tho rsh ip .  &  Da tes  (New York ,  Macmi l l an ,  L925) ,
4 9 ' 7 - 8 .  H e n g e l ,  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  M a r k , ' 7 2 - 4 .
S t ree te r ' s  t rea tmen t  d raws  on  the  Jew ish  p rac t i ce  o f
ident i fy ing Old Testament  books by the i r  opening verses.
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Whi le  not  conclus ive as ev idence,  i t  is  noteworthy

that  scholars consider  the papyr i  f ragments as par t  o f

codexes.  Scr ip t  occurs on the f ront  ( recto)  and back

(verso)  and st rands of  papyrus are run at  r ight  angles to

one  ano the r .2T  As  codexes ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  tha t  t he  ea r l i es t

books from which the fragmentary papyri come could al-so

con ta in  t i t l es  to  i den t i f y  t he i r  con tenLs ,  poss ib l y  a t  t he

top  o f  each  l ea f ,  ds  i s  t he  case  w i th  some la te r  MSS.

Many authors say that  the t i t les are not  par t  o f

S r - r i n f r r r e  i n  t s L ^  * L 1 t  t h e  S a l - U t a t i O n S  O f  P a U l  a n do u !  r v  u  u r  s  /  r r r  L I I E  D E I I D C  L I I C

Peter  are where the i r  names are found in  t .he text  o f  the

le t te rs .28  The  MSS p lace  the  t i t l - es  above  the  body  o f  t ex t ,

not  wi t .h in  i t .  The MSS prov ide one very impor tant  p iece of

ev idence suppor t ing the authent ic i ty  and genera l  accepLance

of  t .he t i t les.  What  we know for  cer ta in  j -s  that ,  apar t  f rom

the f ragments where i t  is  impossib le  to  te I I ,  a l l  o f  t .he

fu I l e r  MSS con ta in  t i t l - es  i n  one  fo rm o r  ano the r .  f t  i s

poss ib le  to  da te  the  t i t l - es  re l i ab l y  back  to  a t  l - eas t  A .D .

2 f l .  Ha ro td  Green lee ,  Sc r ibes .  Sc ro l l s  and
Scr ip tu re :  A  S tuden t ' s  Gu ide  to  New Tes tamen t  Tex tua l
C r i t i c i s m  ( G r a n d  R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  7 - 9 .

2 8 n w j ' 1  l ^  m l ^ ^  r \ T ^ , - ,  . ' r a a a F + n a n l  r / a r n n n  1 E .e r r r r u D ,  . r . =  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  a s  C a n o n ,  1 - 5 2
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200.29  c j - - r " . ,  tha t  scho la rs  ident i f y  papyr i  f ragments  as

coming f rom codexes  i t  i s  h igh ly  p robab le  tha t  Lhe t . i t les

a p p e a r e d  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  h o w  m u c h  e a r l i e r  i s  d i f f i c u l - t  t o  s a y .

Mov ing  f rom tex t  c r i t i c i sm to  the  d i sc ip l i ne  o f

ear ly  church h is tory ,  i t  is  j -nst ruct ive to  observe that  many

wr i ters  in  the second century refer  to  the Gospels  by the

names  the  t . i t l es  es tab l i sh .  Wh i l e  the  re l i ab i l i t y  o f  t he i r

t es t imony  i s  t he  sub jec t  o f  ongo ing  deba te ,30  the re  i s

vafuable recurr inq ev idence to  the ident . i f icat ion of  the

Gospels  in  the l -a te f i rs t  and ear ly  second century.

In  the  l a te  f i r s t  and  ea r l y  second  cen tu r i es ,  i t

appears that  wr i ters  more of ten than not  quoted or  a l luded

to the Gospels  wi t .hout .  re ferr ing to  the i r  authors.  Ignat ius

(d .  ca .  115 )  i s  sa id  to  have  known  Mat thew,  and  pe rhaps

29streeter  suggests that  th is  date corresponds wi th
the "maximum divergence of  loca1 texts . r r  Four  Gospels  ,  27 .

3OFor an overv iew of  issues and suggest ions for
fu ture research,  see Gordon D.  Fee,  "The Use of  the Greek
Fathers for  New Testament  Textual  Cr i t ic ism,  "  in  ,  The Text
of  the New Testament  in  Contemporary Research,  €d.  Bar t  D.
Ehrman  and  M ichae l -  C .  Ho lmes  (Grand  Rap ids :  Ee rdmans ,  1995) ,
1 -9 I -207 . ' t  Fee  a rgues  fo r  t he  impor tance  o f  ev idence  f rom
these  sou rces .  M .  , J .  Suggs  a l so  suppor t s  t h i s  v iew  in  "The

Use  o f  Pa t r i sL i c  Ev idence  i n  the  Search  fo r  a  P r im i t i ve  New
T e s t a m e n t  T e x t ,  "  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  S t u d i e s  4  ( 1 9 5 7 - 8 )  :  I 3 9 - 4 7 .
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J O n n . " -

A c c o r d i n g  t o  J .  S t e v e n s o n ,  P a p i a s  o f  H i e r a p o l i s

f  l - o u r i s h e d  c a .  A .  D .  l - 3 0 . 3 2  E u s e b i u s  r e c o r d s  f o u r  i m p o r t a n t

o b s e r v a t i o n s  f r o m  P a p i a s : 3 3  1 )  h e  i d e n t i f i e d  M a r k  a s  r r L h e

w r i t e r  o f  t h e  g o s p e l "  a n d  r r P e t e r r s  i n t e r p r e t e r , r r  i n  w h i c h

ro le  "he  had one purpose on ly  -  to  leave ou t  no t .h ing  tha t

he  had heard ,  and.  to  make no  miss ta tement  about  i t ,  ' ' 34  2 )  he

cred i ts  Mat thew wi th  compi l ing  " the  Say ings  in  the  Aramaic

l a n g u a g e ,  r r 3 5  a n d  3 )  h e  k n o w s  a  J o h n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e

d isc ip les  o f  .Tesus  and another  John,  the  "p resby t€r ,  "  4 )  he

is  f  ami l ia r  w i th  Po lycarp  who knew ,John in  Ephesus .  Whi le

i t  i s  beyond the  scope o f  th is  paper  to  en ter  in to  the

d e b a t e  o n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  P a p i a s '  t e s t i m o f l y ,  i t  i s

reasonab le  to  assume tha t  Pap ias  knew the  Gospe l  assoc ia ted

3lRober t  A.  Spivey and D.  Moody Smith,  Anatomy of
the New Testament :  A Guide to  f ts  St ructure and Meaning
( E n g l e w o o d  C I i f  f s ,  N J :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l - ,  1 9 9 5 )  ,  4 5 6 .

321 .  S tevenson ,  €d . ,  A  New Euseb ius :  Documen ts
I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  A . D .  3 3 7
( L o n d o n :  S .  P .  C . K .  ,  ] - 9 7 0 )  ,  4 0 5  .

33A le . rgthy t reatment  of  Papiasr  comments occurs in
Rober t  H.  Gundry,  Mark:  A Commentary on His  Apology for  the
C r o s s  ( G r a n d  R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 9 3 ) ,  L 0 2 6 - 4 5 ,  a n d  a  c o n c i s e
summary  i n  Henge l ,  S tud ies  i n  t he  Gospe1  o f  Mark ,  69 -70 .

3 4 E u s e b i u s  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  3 . 3 9 . 1 5 .
( T r a n s .  G .  A .  W i 1 1 i a m s .  )

3 5 r b i d .  ,  3 . 3 9 . 1 6 .
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wi th  Mark  fo r  cer ta in ,  and l - i ke ly  Mat thew and John.  Un l ike

I renaeus,  who l -a te r  in  the  cent .u ry  perce ived the  canon as

f i x e d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  P a p i a s '  d a y  a p p e a r s  m o r e  f l u i d .

Marc ion ,  o r ig ina t . ing  in  Pontus ,  came to  Rome in  A .D.

140 .  Fo r  h i s  he re t i ca l  op in ions ,  t he  chu rch  excommun ica ted

h im in  A .D .  i - 44 .36  rhough  some th ink  tha t  Marc ion ' s  Gospe l

was an adaptat ion of  proto-Luke,  what  is  he lpfu l  for  th is

invest igat ion is  that  before the middle of  t .he second

century Marc ion knew Luke by i ts  common name.  Rober t  McL.

Wi l son  comments ,  "Tha t  Marc ion ' s  Gospe l  was  an  adap ta t i on  o f

one of  the Church 's  gospels  shows the prest ige they were

a l ready  beg inn ing  to  en joy  even  a t  t h i s  ea r l y  pe r iod .  "37

Some bel - ieve that  h is  heret . ica l  perspect ives inspi red others

to  ra I I y  i n  de fense  o f  t he  o the r  canon ica l -  Gospe ls .38

J u s t . i n  ( d .  A . D .  1 6 5 )  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a p o l o g i s t s

o f  t h e  s e c o n d  n o n f r r r r r  H i s  A p o f o g y ,  w r i t t e n  c . a .  l _ 5 5 ,

c o n t a i n s  q u o t a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  L k .  6 2 2 9  a n d  M t .  5 : 2 2 ,  4 I ,

35, foseph Wi lson  Tr igg ,  o r igen:  The B ib le  and

Ph i losophy in  the  Th i rd -Century  Church  (A t1anta :  John Knox

P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3  )  ,  4 6 - 5 I  .

3 7 R o b e r t  M c L .  W i l - s o n ,  " G o s p e l  o f  M a r c i o n ,  "  i n  T h e

Z o n d e r v a n  P i c t o r i a l -  E n c y c l - o p e d i a  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  v o J - .  4 ,  e d .

M e r i l l  C .  T e n n y  ( G r a n d  R a p i d s :  Z o n d e r v a n ,  1 - 9 7 5 )  ,  7 2 .

3 8 K r r o * ,  M a r c i o n ,  L 5 0 - 7 ;  S t r e e t e r ,  F o u r  G o s p e l s  ,  5 - J
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1 5 . 3 9  H e  r e f u t e s  M a r c i o n ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  d r a w i n g  a w a y

disc ip les by espousing another  god who created the universe

and is  greater  t .han God the Father  of  ,Jesus Chr is t .40

Speak ing  o f  t he  Lo rd ' s  Supper ,  he  says ,  I ' Fo r  t he  apos t l es ,

in  the memoirs  composed by them, which are ca l led Gospels ,

have thus del - ivered unto us whaL was enio ined on Lhem. "41

Just in 's  s tudent  Tat ian wrote a harmony of  the four

G o s p e l s ,  c a l - l - e d  t h e  D i a t e s s a r o n ,  c d .  A .  D .  1 7 0 ,  p o s s  j - b 1 y  a s

an at tempt  to  resol -ve f  e l - t  contradic t ions in  the Gospels .

What  is  s ign i f icant  for  th is  inqui ry  is  that  the Diatessaron

recogn izes  the  fou r  Gospe ls  as  a  un i t .  Th i s  imp l i es  tha t

the church acknowledged the ex j -s tence and the impor tance of

the four  above a l - t  o thers.42 Some bel ieve that  the MSS

39Trac ing Just in  f rom Ephesus to  Rome, St . reeter
sugges ts  tha t  a l l -  f ou r  Gospe ls  reached  Rome by  A .D .  155 .
F o u r  G o s p e l s ,  1 3 .

4 O . T u s t i n  A p o l o q v  L 2 6 .

4 1 - , ,- r t - D l _ o . . ,  r . b b .

42ch i Ids  c i t es  t . he  D ia tessa ron  as  ev idence  o f  a
corpus of  four  by the end of  the second century and points
ou t  t ha t  ne i the r  i t ,  no r  Marc ion ' s  Gospe l ,  no r  t he  Gnos t i cs ,
coul-d supplant the importance of the f our. The ltTew
Tes tamen t  as  Canon ,  I 52 .  A r thu r  G .  Pa tz ia  says  i t  " l ends

fur ther  proof  to  the c i rcu l -at ion of  a l l  four  Gospels  by the
middle of  the second century. r r  The Making of  t .he New
Testament :  Or ig in .  Col - lect ion.  Text  and Canon (Downers Grove
I L :  I n t e r  V a r s i t y  P r e s s  ,  1 9 9 5 )  ,  6 4  .
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Tat ian used musl  have been f rom the ear ly  second century.43

I renaeus ,  b i shop  o f  Lugdunum (Lyons ) ,  l i ved  ca .  A .D .

130 -200 .44  He  knew t .he  fou r  Gospe l  co l l ec t i on  and  wro t re  an

al legor ica l  defence of  i ts  paramount  p lace in  Lhe

un ive rse .45  Whe t .he r  o r  no t  I renaeus '  concep t i on  o f  t he

reason for  the four- fo ld  Gospel  is  correcL,  i t  is  impor tant

tha t  he  recogn ized  th i s  co l - l ec t . i on  i n  h i s  l i f e  t ime .46

Again the test imony of  an ear ly  wr i ter  pushes the date of

t h e  t i t l e s  b a c k  b e f o r e  A . D .  2 0 0 .

There are many suggest ions for  the authorship and

date of  the anonymous Murator ian Fragment .4T I t  is

genera l ly  thought  to  come f rom the la te second century and

4 3 w i t I i a m  L .  P e t e r s e n ,  r r T h e  D i a t e s s a r o n  o f  T a t i a n , r l
in  The Text  o f  the New Testament  in  Contemporary Research:
Essays  on  the  S ta tus  Ouaes t :on j s ,  €d .  Ba r t  D .  Eh rman  and
Michae l  W.  Ho l - rnes  (Grand  Rap ids :  Ee rdmans ,  1 ,995 )  ,  77 .

4 4 1 .  S t e v e n s o n ,  e d . ,  A  N e w  E u s e b i u s :  D o c u m e n t s
I ] ] us t ra t i ve  o f  t he  H is to ry  o f  t he  Church  to  A .D .  337
( L o n d o n :  S .  P . C . K .  ,  ] . 9 7 0 )  ,  4 0 2  .

4 q -= - f r e n a e u s  I I I .  I I .  I I .

46Joh.r  McCray asser ts  that  I renaeus v iewed Scr ip ture
as  au tho r i t a t i ve ,  t hough  he  d id  no t  ye t  res t r i c t  h imse l f  t o
the  27  canon ica l  books .  "Sc r ip tu re  and  T rad i t i on  i n
I renaeus ,  "  Res to ra t i on  Ouar te r l - y  (F i r s t  Quar te r  1967)  z  9 - l -0 .

4 lFor  a summary of  re ferences,  see Bruce M.  l ' t leczger ,
"Documents and L is ts  Relat ing to  the Canon,  "  in  Twent ie th
Century Encyc lopedia of  Rel - ig ious Knowledge:  An Extension of
The New Schaf f -Herzog Rel - ig ious Encyc lopedia (Grand Rapids:
B a k e r ,  1 9 5 5 )  ,  2 0 5 .
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ident i f ies t .he th i rd  and four th Gospels  as Luke and . fohn.

Here  the  t . ra iec to r i es  f rom tex t  c r i t i c i sm and  ea r l y

church h is tory  data converge and agree.  By the end of  the

second century there are four  Gospels  wi th  t i t les the church

recogn izes  above  a I I  o the rs .  The  more  f l u id  re la t i onsh ips

o f  c a .  A . D .  1 0 0  a c q u j - r e  a  d e g r e e  o f  f i x i t y  b y  c a .  A . D . 2 0 0 .

Brevard S.  Chi lds wr i tes that  though our  knowledge

of  the process is  " f ragmenLary,  ' r  there is  consensus about

severa l  th ings,  inc lud ing t .hat ,  "At  l -east  by the end of  the

second century,  the four  canonica l  Gospels  had acqui red an

author i ta t ive s tatus in  the ancient  church,  rep lac ing an

ear l ier  pract ice of  local  churches being dependent  on

ind i v idua l  Gospe1s .  ' r 4B  He  goes  on  to  say  tha t  t h i s

co l l ec t i on  imp l i ed  an  apos to l i c  connecL ion ,  and  l im i t i ng  the

au tho r i t y  o f  o the r  books .  Source  c r i t i c i sm con f i rmed  a

l i t .erary connect ion between the Synopt ics that  ga lvanized

the i r  au tho r i t a t i ve  s ta tus  i n  t he  fou r ,49  though ,  ea r l y  on ,

48chi1ds,  The New Testament  as Canon,

49ch i1ds ,  The  New Tes tamen t  as  canon ,

l - 4 5

1-49
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the  order  o f  the  four  var ied .50  Though scho lars  po in t  to

the p lethora of  gospels  in  the second century,  we need not

fear  th is  phenomena because Luke 1- :1- -4 conf i rms i t :

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly
account  of  the events that  have been fu1f i l1ed among us,
just as they were handed down to us by those who from
the beginning were eyewi tnesses and servants of  t .he
word,  I  too decided,  a f ter  invest igat ing everyth ing
carefu l - ly  f rom the very f i rs t ,  Lo wr i te  an order ly
account  for  you,  most  excel - l -ent  Theophi lus,  so t .hat  you
may know the truth concerning the things about which you
have  been  ins t ruc t .ed .5 l

Knox  no tes :

The ear l iest  external -  ev idence for  t .he ex is tence of  the
severa l  Gospels  is  to  be found wi th in  the Gospel  corpus
i tse l f .  Thus Mark was c lear ly  known to the authors
Mat thew and Luke (even in  the Marc ion i te  or  o ther  ear ly
form) and was probably know to the maker of the Fourth
G o s p e l  . 5 2

schol -ars  have wr i t ten vo l -umes on the in ternal  ev idence of

au tho rsh ip .53  wh i l e  beyond  the  focus  o f  t h i s  paper ,  i t  i s

50th.  common a l - ternat ive c i ted is :  , 'Mat thew,  .Tohn,
Mark ,  Luke ,  "  acco rd ing  to  the  we igh t  o f  apos to l i c i t y ,  A1and ,
The  Tex t  o f  t he  New Tes tamen t ,  I 89 ;  Eve re t t  F .  Ha r r i son ,
In t roduct ion to  the New Testament ,  new rev.  ed.  (Grand
R a p i d s ,  E e r d m a n s ,  L 9 7 L ) ,  L 4 2 .

51a l - l  b ib l i ca l  re fe rences  i n  t h i s  paper  a re  caken
from the New Revised Standard Vers ion,  un less noted
otherwise,  or  quoted by authors c j_ ted.

52Knox ,  Marc ion  ,  r42 .

53the In t . roduct ions by Brown,  Carson,  Moo,  and
Mor r i s ,  and  Gu th r ie  con ta in  ove rv iews  o f  t hese  ma t te rs .
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c ' l  ca r  -  i  f  no f  ve f  con r " : ' l  r r s i  we  f  ha t  f  he  n .ameS o f  t heI  L L  1  e e  r  e r r s e

evanqe l is ts  a re  no t  incons is ten t  w i th  the  tex tua l  conLent .

There is  a  tendency on the par t  o f  many to  re ject  or

d iscount  the impor tance of  the t . i t1es.  The fact  remains,

however ,  that  they occur  on the ear l iest  MSS we have wi th

in tac t  ] eaves .  Th i s  ev idence  keeps  open  the  poss ib i l i t y

that  they have very ear ly  or ig ins.

In  summary,  the in tersect ion of  textual  and

h is to r i ca l  da ta  ca .  A .D .  200  l eads  to  seve ra l  conc lus ions :

Near  the end of  the second century there is  a
convergence of  textual  and ext ra-b ib l ica l  h is tor ica l
ev idence for  the consis tency and acceptance of  the
t i t les which remain in  p lace t .o  the present  day.
MSS wi th fu l l  pages have the t i t les;  f rom what  we
know about  the h is tory  of  the codex,  i t  is  very
possib le  that  ear ly  MS f ragments came f rom MSS t .hat
h a d  t i t l e s .
Notwi thstanding minor  var ia t ions,  such as the
inc lus ion or  exc lus ion of  EYA| IAAION, the names of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and 'John stand over the four
Gospels  at  least  f rom the la te second century to  the
p r e s e n t .
Ear ly  church wr i ters  knew the Gospels  by these names
at  least  f rom around the turn of  the f i rs t  century.
Factual -  daLa f rom the la te f i rs t  century j -s  not
conc l -us i ve  aga ins t  t he  va l i d i t y  o f  t he  t i t l es  as
genuine ev idence of  the authorsr  names.
What  we know about  the evangel is ts  is  reasonably
consi -s tent  wi th  the contents  of  the Gospels  we
associate wi th  the names that  s tand over  them.
Whatever  scholars dec ide about  authorship,  the
t . i t les remain,  a lmosL uni -versal ly ,  the point  o f
depar ture for  debate and abide to  be reckoned wi t .h .
The d iscover ies of  major  anc ient  textual  sources in
t h e  l a s t  5 7  y e a r s  ( e . g .  C h e s t e r  B e a t t | ,  t h e  D e a d  S e a

1 .

z .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

R
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Scro l ls ,  and Bodmer)  ind icate that  the search is  not
over and we must keep our minds open to
possib i l i t ies that  new d iscover ies could uncover  new
ev idence .

9 .  The  p resence  o r  absence  o f  t i t l es  does  no t  d im in i sh
the sav ing power of  the gospel  o f  Chr is t .

We do not  possess Gospel  autographs or  Lhe test imony

of  those unknown ear ly  scr ibes who f i rs t  copied the t i t les

ove r  t he  tex t ,  no r ,  i f  i t  we re  t . he  case ,  t he  tes t imony  o f

those who inst ructed them t .o  do so.  Where we would l ike to

hear  the i r  vo i ces ,  t he re  i s  s i l ence .  Bu t  t he i r  devo t i on  to

God 's  Word  i s  c l -ea r .  Pe rhaps  i t  i s  f i t . t i ng  tha t  a  f i na l

word comes f rom the co l -ophon of  a  la ter  scr ibe:

n pdv Xelp ypdr{ rcxocx of lnetcrL rdQql '
ypcrQi l  6B pdveL eLq Xp6vouq n) , r lpeotdrouq.
( 'The hand that  wrote l th is ]  moul -ders in  a tomb,  but

wha t  i s  w r i t t en  ab ides  ac ross  the  yea rs  [ I i t .  t o  f u ] - l - es t
t i m e s l  '  ; 5 4

54lutet zger t Manusc r in t . s  o f  t he  Greek  B ib le  ,  20 .



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Al-and, KurL. "The Problem of Anonymity and Psueudonj-mity in

C h r i s t i a n  L i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  t w o  C e n t u r i e s .  "  I n

The Authorsh ip  and fn tegr i t y  o f  the  New Testament ,
K u r t  A l - a n d ,  D o n a 1 d  G u t h r i e ,  A .  O .  M o r t o n ,  , J .  A .  T .
R o b i n s o n ,  G .  B o r n k a m m ,  A .  M .  G .  S t e p h e n s o n ,  a n d
M a s s e y  H .  S h e p h e r d  , f r . ,  1 - l - 3 .  L o n d o n :  S . P . C . K . ,
L 9 6 5 .

The Prob]em of  the New Testament  Canon.
Contemporary St .ud ies in  Theology.  London:  A.  R.
M o w b r a y ,  1 9 6 2 .

and Barbara Aland.  The Text  o f  the New
T e s t a m e n t :  A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  C r i t i c a l  E d i t i o n s
and the  to  the  Theory  and Prac t . i ce  o f  Modern  Tex tua l

C r i t i c i s m .  T r a n s l a t . e d  b y  E r r o l  F .  R h o d e s .  L e i d e n :  E .

.T .  Br i l - l  ,  1 -989 .

B a c o n ,  B e n j a m i n  W .  r r A s  t o  t h e  C a n o n i z a t i o n  o f  M a t t h e w . r t
H a r v a r d  T h e o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w  2 2  ( A p r i 1  1 - 9 2 9 )  :  1 5 1 - 7 3 .

The Making of  the New Testament .  London:  Wi l - l iams
a n d  N o r g a t e ,  n . d .

B1ack ,  Dav id  A lan .  New Tes tamen t  Tex tua l  C r i t i c i sm:  A
C o n c i s e  G u i d e .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  B a k e r ,  1 9 9 4 .

Brown,  Raymond E.  An In t roduct ion to  the New Testament .
The Anchor  Bib le  Reference L ibrary.  New York:
D o u b l e d a y ,  1 9 9 7 .

Carson ,  D .  A .  The  Gospe l  Acco rd ing  to  John .  Le i ces te r :
I n te r -Va rs i t y  P ress  ,  1 -991 - .

,  Douql -as J .  Moo,  and Leon Morr is .  An In t roduct ion
to the New Testament .  Grand Rapids:  Zondervan,  L992.

2 0



21,

Ch i lds ,  Brevard  S.  The New Testament  as  Canon:  An
I n t r o d u c t i o n .  V a I l e y  F o r g e ,  P A :  T r i n i t y  P r e s s
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ,  1 9 9 4 .

Comfor t ,  Ph i I ip  Wes ley .  Ear ly  Manuscr ip ts  and Modern

Trans la t ions  o f  the  New Testament .  Wheaton:  Tynda le ,

1 9 9 0 .

The Ouest  for  the Or ig ina l  Text  o f
the  New Tes tamen t .  Grand  Rap ids :  Bake r ,  1 -992 .

Donovan ,  John .  The  Au tho rsh ip  o f  S t .  John ' s  Gospe l .  London :
Burns  Oa tes  &  Washbourne  ,  1936 .

The Engl ishman's  Greek New Testament :  Gj -v ing the Greek Text
o f  S tephens  1550 .  w i th  the  Var ious  Read ings  o f  t he
Ed i t i ons  o f  E l zev i r  1524 .  Gr iesbach .  Lachmann .
T i schendor f .  T rege l l es .  A l fo rd .  and  Wordswor th .
London :  Samue l -  Bags te r  and  Sons ,  I 97O.

El - l - io t ,  ,J .  K.  "Why the In ternat ional  Greek New Testament
Pro jec t  i s  Necessa ry .  "  Res to ra t i on  Ouar te r l y  3O
( F o u r t h  Q u a r t e r  1 9 9 8 )  :  1 9 5 - 2 0 6 .

Epp,  Eldon . lay.  "The Papyrus Manuscr ip ts  of  the New
Testament .  "  In  The Text  o f  t .he New Test ,ament .  in
Contemporary Research:  Essays on the Status
Ouaes t i on i s ,  €d .  Ba r t  D .  Eh rman  and  M ichae l  W.
H o l m e s ,  3 - 2 L .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 9 5 .

and Gordon D.  Fee.  Studies in  the Theory and
Methods of  New Testament  and Textual  Cr i t ic ism.
Grand  Rap ids :  Ee rdmans ,  1993 .

Eusebius.  The His tory  of  the Church f rom Chr is t  to
Cons tan t i ne .  T rans l -a ted  by  G .  A .  W i l l i amson .
Minneapol - is :  Augsberg ,  1975 .

Fee,  Gordon D.  ' tThe Use of  the Greek Fathers for  New
Tes tamen t  Tex tua l  C r i t i c i sm.  "  I n  The  Tex t  o f  t he  New
Test .ament  in  Cont .emporary Research:  Essays on the
S ta tus  Ouaes t i on i s ,  ed .  Ba r t  D .  Eh rman  and  M ichae l -
W .  H o l m e s ,  I 9 L - 2 0 7 .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 9 5 .



2 2

Gamble,  Harry  Y.  The New Testament  Canon:  f ts  Making and
M e a n i n g .  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s ,  1 9 8 5 .

Goodspeed,  Edgar  ,J .  How Came the Bib le? New York:  Abingdon-
C o k e s b u r y ,  1 9 4 0 .

The Greek New Testament .  3d ed.  cor .  Edi ted by Kur t .  A land,
Ma t thew B lack ,  Car lo  M.  Mar t i n i ,  B ruce  M.  Me tzge r ,
and  A l - l en  Wikg ren .  N .p .  Un i ted  B ib le  Soc ie t i es ,
1 9 8 3 .

Gregory,  Caspar  Ren6.  Canon and Text  o f  the New Testament .
New York :  Char l -es  Sc r ibne r '  s  Sons  ,  190 '7  .

G r e e n l e e ,  J .  H a r o l d .  S c r i b e s .  S c r o l l s  a n d  S c r i p t u r e :  A
S tuden t ' s  Gu ide  to  New Tes tamen t .  Tex tua l  C r i t i c i sm.
Grand Rap ids  :  Eerdmans,  l -985 .

Gundry ,  Rober t  H .  Mark :  A  Commentary  on  H is  Apo loqy  fo r  the

C r o s s .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 9 3 .

G u t h r i e ,  D o n a l d .  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  I n t . r o d u c t i o n .  L e i c e s t e r :

I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s  ,  L 9 9 0 .

Harnack ,  Ado l f  Von.  The Or ig in  o f  the  New Testament  and the
Most  Impor tan t  Consequences  o f  the  New Creat ion .  New
T e s t a m e n t  S t u d i e s ,  V f  .  T r a n s l a t e d  b y  , J .  R .
Wi lk i -nson.  London:  Wi l l - iams and Norgate ,  1 -925 .

Har r i son ,  Eve re t t  F . fnLroduct ion to  the New Testament .  New
r e v .  e d .  G r a n d  R a p i d s ,  E e r d m a n s ,  I 9 7 I .

H e a r d ,  R i c h a r d .  " P a p i a s '  Q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t . "
N e w  T e s t a m e n t  S t u d j - e s  1  ( N o v e m b e r  1 9 5 4 ) :  1 3 0 - 4 .

H e n g e l ,  M a r t i n .  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  G o s p e l -  o f  M a r k .  T r a n s l a t . e d  b y

J o h n  B o w d e n .  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s ,  l - 9 8 5 .

The Ho ly  B ib le :  Author ized  K ing  , fames Vers ion .  London:

C o l l - i n s '  ,  ] - 9 5 7  .

T h e  H o l y  B i b l e ;  N e w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l -  V e r s i o n .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :

Z o n d e r v a n ,  1 9 8 6 .



2 3

The Hol -y  Bib le ;  New Revised Standard Vers ion.  Oxford:  Oxford
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  L 9 7 7 .

Johnson,  Luke Timothy.  The Wr i t ings of  the New Testament .
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 .

Jus t i n .  The  F i r s t  Apo logy  o f  ' Jus t i n .  The  An t .e -N icene
Fa the rs :  T rans l -a t i ons  o f  t he  Fa the rs  Down to  A .D .
3 2 5 ,  v o l .  1 .  N . p . ,  f l . d . ;  r e p r i n t ,  G r a n d  R a p i d s :
E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 8 1 .

Kenyon ,  S i r  F rede r i c .  The  S to ry  o f  t he  B ib le :  A  Popu la r
Account  o f  How i t  Came to  Us. London: .Tohn Murray,
1 , 9 3 6  .

K i m ,  K .  W .  " O r i g e n ' s  T e x t  o f  , J o h n  i n  H i s  O n  P r a y e r ,
Commentary  on  Mat thew,  and Aga ins t .  Ce lsus .  "  Journa l

o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  S t u d i e s  N . s . ,  1  ( 1 9 5 0 ) :  7 4 - 8 4 .

Knox,  ' John.  Marc ion  and the  New Testament :  An Essay  in  the

Ear l -y  H is to ry  o f  the  Canon.  Ch icago:  Un ivers i ty  o f

C h i c a g o  P r e s s  ,  7 9 4 2 .

L e w i s ,  . J a c k  P .  " T h e  T e x t  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t .  "  R e s t o r a t i o n
O u a r t e r l y  2 7  ( f ' a t - t -  Q u a r t e r  1 9 8 4 )  :  5 5 - 7 4 .

M c D o n a ] d ,  L e e  M .  T h e  F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  B i b l i c a l
C a n o n .  P e a b o d y ,  M A ,  1 9 9 5 .

M c C r a y ,  J o h n .  ' r  ' r S c r i p t u r e  a n d  T r a d i t i o n  i n  I r e n a e u s . r l
Res to ra t i on  Ouar te r l - v  (F i r s t  Quar te r  ] -967 )  :  1 - l -1 .

Me tzge r ,  B ruce  M.  "Documen ts  and  L i s t s  Re la t i ng  to  the
Canon.  "  In  Twent ie th Century Encyc l -opedia of
Rel - ig ious Knowledge:  An Extension of  The New Schaf f -
Herzog  Re l i g ious  Encyc loped ia ,  €d .  Le f fe r t s  A .
L o e t s c h e r ,  2 0 4 - 2 0 9 .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  B a k e r ,  l - 9 5 5 .

.  The Ear ly  Vers ions of  the New Testament :  Thei r
Or ig in .  Transmiss ion and ] - , imi ta t ions .  Oxf  ord:
Clarendon Press ,  1-9 '7 '7  .



A A
z +

.  Manuscr ip ts  of  the Greek Bib l -e :  An fn t roduct ion to
Greek Pa laeography .  New York :  Oxford  Un ivers i ty
9 r a a c  |  9 x  I

t  ' r v - .

The New Testament :  I ts  Background.  Growth and
C o n t e n t .  2 d  e d .  e n l .  N a s h v i l l e :  A b i n g d o n ,  1 - 9 8 6 .

New Tes tamen t  S tud ies :  Ph i l o log i ca l ,  Ve rs iona l  and
P a t r i s t i c  .  L e i d e n :  E .  , J .  B r i 1 1 ,  1 9 8 0  .

.  The  Tex t  o f  t he  New Tes tamen t :  I t s  T ransmiss ion .
Cor rup t i on .  and  Res to ra t . i on .  3d  ed .  en1 .  New York :
ox fo rd  Un ive rs i t y  P ress  ,  1992 .

M o u l e ,  C .  F .  D . T h e  B i r t h  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t .  3 d  e d .  r e v .

L o n d o n :  A d a m  &  C h a r l e s  B 1 a c k ,  l - 9 8 1 .

The New Amer ican Standard  B ib1e.  Nashv i l le :  Ho lman B ib le

Pub l - i shers  ,  19 '77  .

The New Testament ;  New K inq  James Vers ion .  Nashv i l le :  Thomas

N e l s o n ,  1 9 7 9 .

Novum Testamentum Graece.  25 th  ed .  Ed i ted  by  Eberhard

Nest l -e ,  Erw in  Nest l -e ,  Kur t  A land,  Mat t .hew 81ack ,

C a r l - o  M .  M a r t i n i ,  B r u c e  M .  M e t z g e r ,  a n d  A l - I e n

W i k g r e n .  S t u t t g a r t :  D e u t , s c h e  B i b e l s L i f t u n g ,  L 9 7 9 .

Novum Testamentum Graece:  Cum Appara tu  Cr i t j - co  Curav i t

E b e r h a r d  N e s t l e .  S t u t t g a r t :  P r i v i l e g .  W u r t t .

B i b e l a n s t a l t ,  1 9 5 3  .

o l i r r c r  w i l l ' i  a m  C  r r O r i  c r e n  a n d  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  C a n o n . r 'v r r v u ! ,

R e s t o r a t i o n  O u a r t e r l - y  ( : f  ( F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  1 9 8 9 ) :  1 3 -
2 6 .

Pack,  Frank.  "The Contr ibut . ion of  Textual  Cr i t ic ism to the
In te rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  New TesLamen t . "  Res to ra t i on
O u a r t e r l y  5  ( F o u r t h  Q u a r t e r  1 9 6 1 )  :  1 7 9 - 1 9 2 .

.  "One Hundred Years Since Westcot t  and Hor t :
1881- l -991 - . "  Res to ra t i on  Ouar te r l y  25  (Second  Quar te r
1 9 8 3 )  :  6 5 - 1 9 .



2 5

P a r v i s ,  M .  M .  r r T e x t ,  N T . "  I n  T h e  I n t e r p r e t e r ' s  D i c t i o n a r y  o f
t h e  B i b l e , "  v o l .  4 ,  e d .  G e o r g e  A .  B u t t r i c k ,  5 9 4 - 6 1 4 .
Nashvi I le :  Abingdon ,  1-990 .

Pa tz ia ,  A r thu r  G .  The  Mak ing  o f  t he  New Tes tamen t :  Or ig in .
Col lect ion.  Text  and Canon.  Downers Grove IL :
f n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s  ,  1 9 9 5 .

Pe te rsen ,  W i l l i am L .  "The  D ia tessa ron  o f  Ta t i an .  r '  I n  The
Text  o f  the New Testament  in  Contemporary Research:
Essays  on  the  S ta tus  Ouaes t j on j s ,  €d .  Ba r t  D .  Eh rman
and  M ichae l -  w .  Ho lmes ,  ' 7 ' 7 -96 .  Grand  Rap ids :
Eerdmans ,  1-995.

Riggi ,  Calogero.  "Adimantus the Manichaean."  In  Encyc lopedia
o f  t he  Ear l y  Church ,  vo1 .  1 ,  ed .  Ange lo  D i
Bera rd ino ,  t rans .  Ad r ian  Wa l fo rd ,  11 .  New York :
Ox fo rd  Un ive rs i t y  P ress  ,  1992 .

Skea t ,  T .  C .  "Ea r1y  Chr i s t i an  Book  P roduc t i on :  Papy r i  and
Manusc r ip t s . r '  I n  The  Cambr idge  H is to ry  o f  t he  B ib le :
The West  From t .he Fathers to  the Reformat ion,  ed.  G.
W.  H .  Lampe ,  54 -79 .  Cambr idge :  Cambr idge  Un ive rs i t y
P r e s s  ,  1 9 6 9 .

sm i th ,  Mah lon  H .  "p64  &  p67 . , '  A  synop t i c  Gospe l  P r imer .
A r t i c l e  on - l i ne .  Ava i l ab l -e  f rom
ht tp  :  /  / r eL ig ion .  ru tge rs  .edu /n t /p64  .  h tm1 .  I n te rne t .
A c c e s s e d  1 6  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 8 .

S tevenson ,  .T .  ed .  A  New Euseb ius :  Documen ts  I l l us t ra t i ve  o f
t . he  H is to ry  o f  t he  Church  t . o  A .D .  337 .  London :
q  D  C  K  1 q ? N

St ree te r ,  Bu rne t t  H i I Iman .  The  Four  Gospe ls :  A  S tudy  o f
Or ig ins :  T rea t i ng  o f  The  Manusc r ip t  T rad i t i on .
Sources .  Au tho rsh ip .  &  Da tes .  New York ,  Macmi l l an ,
1 9 2 5 .

Suggs ,  M .  , J .  "The  Use  o f  Pa t r i s t i c  Ev idence  i n  the  Search
for  a  Pr imi t ive New Test .ament  TexL.  "  New Testament
S t u d i e s  4  ( L 9 5 7 - B )  : 1 3 9 - 4 7 .



2 6

Tha tche r ,  Tom.  "The  Gospe l  Genre :  Wha t  a re  We A f te r? "
R e s t o r a t i o n  O u a r t e r l y  3 5  ( T h i r d  Q u a r t e r  1 - 9 9 4 ) :  1 - 2 9

Th iede ,  Cars ten  Pe te r  and  Ma t thew d 'Ancona .  Eyew i tness  to
Jesus:  Amazing New Manuscr ip t  Ev idence About  the
Or ig in  o f  t he  Gospe ls .  New York :  Doub leday ,  L995 .

Tr igg,  ,Joseph Wi l -son.  Or igen:  The Bib le and Phi losophy in
the Thi rd-Century Church.  At lanta:  John Knox Press,
1 9 8 3 .

Wes tco t t ,  B .  F .  A  Genera l  Su rvey  o f  t he  H is to ry  o f  t he  Canon
o f  t he  New Tes tamen t .  London :  Macmi l l an ,  1895 .

.  The Gospe]  Accord ing  to  S t  .  ' John:  The
Author ized Vers ion wi th  In t roduct ion and Notes.  The
S p e a k e r ' s  C o m m e n t a r y .  N . p . ,  1 8 8 1 - ;  r e p r i n t . ,  G r a n d
R a p i d s  :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 8 1 .

.  The Gospel  Accord ing to  St .  John:  The Greek Text
w i th  In t roduc t i on  and  No tes .  Vo1s .  1  and  2 .  Grand
R a p i d s  :  E e r d m a n s ,  1 9 5 4 .

In t roduc t i on  to  the  S tudy  o f  t he  Gospe l - s :  W i th
H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  E x p l a n a t o r y  N o t e s .  B o s t o n :  G o u l d  a n d
L i n c o l n ,  L 8 6 2 .

W i l s o n ,  R o b e r t  M c L .  " G o s p e l  o f  M a r c i o n . r r  I n  T h e  Z o n d e r v a n
P i c t o r i a l  E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  t . h e  B i b l e ,  v o l .  2 ,  e d .
M e r i l l -  C .  T e n n y ,  7 2 .  G r a n d  R a p i d s :  Z o n d e r v a n ,  L 9 7 5 .

Wi l -son ,  Rober t  Smi th .  Marc ion :  A  Study  o f  a  Second Century
H e r e t i c .  N e w  Y o r k :  A M S  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ;  r e p r i n t ,  L o n d o n :
J .  C ] a r k e ,  1 - 9 3 9 .

Woide ,  C.  G.  Codex A lexandr inus .  London:  Dav id  Nut t  and
W i l l i a m s  &  N o r g a t e ,  1 8 6 0 .

Zahn, Theodor. In t roduc t i on  to  the  New Tes t .amen t .  Vo ls .  1
a n d  2 .  E d i n b u r g h :  T .  &  T .  C l a r k e ,  1 9 0 9 .



2 7
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Over  the centur ies scr ibes and publ ishers have

mod i f i ed  the  t i t l es  a t tached  to  B ib le  books ,  some
dimin ish ing them, some expanding.  Metzger  i l lus t rates t .he

Iengths to  which th is  pract ice went  wi t .h  a t s . i  t s ' l  ^

of  Revelat ion:  quote about  scr ibes adding subscr ip t ions,
c o l o p h o n s ,  e t c .

(POLYCARP d .  155  re fe rences  to  Gospe ls ,  C lemen t  o f

Alexandr ia)

Th ree  ma jo r  d i scove r ies  w i th in  the  fas t  67  yea rs ,

Chester  Beat ty ,  Dead Sea Scro l ls  and Bodmer Papyr i ,  ind icate

that  we must  keep open minds to  the poss ib i l i ty  that  new

f inds  w i l l  shed  fu r the r  l i gh t  on  the  p lace  o f  t he  t i t l es .


